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Joan Arvedson is the Program Coordinator of Feeding and Swallowing Services at 
Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin – Milwaukee. She is the Clinical Professor in Division 
of Gastroenterology, Department of Pediatrics, Medical College of Wisconsin. She has 3 
books in publication and numerous articles in peer reviewed journals. Dr. Arvedson is an 
internationally recognized expert in pediatric dysphagia. She was awarded Honors of ASHA 
in 2016 and is an ASHA Fellow.

JOAN ARVEDSON, PHD, CCC-SLP, BCS-S, ASHA FELLOW

FINANCIAL NONFINANCIAL

Receives a salary from Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin; is receiving an honorarium 
from Feeding Matters for CE session at the 2020 International Pediatric Feeding 
Disorder Conference; Receives royalties from Plural Publishing Company, Inc; Receives 
royalties from Northern Speech Services; Receives royalties from Medbridge, Inc; 
Receives a speaking fee from Education Resources, Inc. 

Dr. Arvedson is a member of ASHA and SIG 13.

Dr. Dan Atkins has been a practicing allergist for more than 30 years. He was the Chief 
of the Allergy and Immunology Section at Children’s Hospital Colorado from 2014-2019. 
He is an Associate Professor in the Department of Pediatrics at the University of Colorado 
School of Medicine and Co-Director of the Gastrointestinal Eosinophilic Diseases Program, 
a multidisciplinary program at Children’s Hospital Colorado designed for the optimal 
evaluation and treatment of children with gastrointestinal eosinophilic disorders. Dr. Atkins 
is a Fellow of the American Academy of Allergy, Asthma and Immunology (AAAAI) and the 
current chairperson of the Eosinophilic Gastrointestinal Diseases Committee of the AAAAI. 
His major areas of interest include adverse reactions to foods and eosinophilic diseases of the 
gut.

DAN ATKINS, MD     

FINANCIAL NONFINANCIAL

Dr. Atikins is an Associate Professor in the Department of Pediatrics at the University 
of Colorado School of Medicine, where he receives a salary.  Dr. Atkins is receiving an 
honorarium from Feeding Matters for CE session at the 2020 International Pediatric 
Feeding Disorder Conference. Receives a consulting fee from Allakos. 

Fellow of the American Academy of Allergy, Asthma and Immunology (AAAAI); Chair 
of the Eosinophilic Gastrointestinal Diseases Committee of the AAAAI. 

Julie Barkmeier-Kraemer is a Professor in the Division of Otolaryngology, Clinic Director 
for the Voice Disorders Center, and Adjunct Faculty to the Communication Sciences and 
Disorders Department at the University of Utah.  She has 30 years of clinical and basic/
clinical research experience with voice, breathing, and swallowing disorders.  She has 
contributed toward the development of a pediatric feeding and swallowing screening.

JULIE BARKMEIER-KRAEMER, PHD, CCC-SLP

FINANCIAL NONFINANCIAL

Professor in the Department of Surgery and Adjunct Professor in the Department of 
Communication Sciences & Disorders at the University of Utah where she receives a 
salary;  is receiving an honorarium from Feeding Matters for CE session at the 2020 
International Pediatric Feeding Disorder Conference.

Serves as a member of the Feeding Matters Pediatric Feeding Disorder Alliance 
Executive Council; ASHA member as well as SIGs 3, 13, and 18; Member of the 
Dysphagia Research Society; Member of USHA; 
Editor in Chief for AJSLP.
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Gilson is a professor and clinical researcher in the University of Kentucky’s Department 
of Rehabilitation Sciences and a fellow of the American-Speech-Language Association, 
Gilson Capilouto advises and teaches in the undergraduate and graduate Communication 
Sciences and Disorders programs as well as interdisciplinary Rehabilitation Sciences 
doctoral program and serves as the director of undergraduate research for the College of 
Health Sciences. With more than 35 years of experience as a practicing speech-language 
pathologist with specific emphasis in infant and pediatric language development, feeding, 
and swallowing, her current research focuses on early sucking behavior as a predictor of 
neurodevelopmental outcomes. Gilson is co-founder of NFANT Labs, LLC and co-inventor 
of technology used to study neonatal feeding.

GILSON CAPILOUTO

FINANCIAL NONFINANCIAL

Dr. Capilouto has intellectual property rights and holds patent on equipment for 
NFANT labs LLC.

Dr. Capilouto is a member of ASHA. 

Jennifer Casteix is a clinical associate professor in the Department of Speech, Language, 
and Hearing Sciences and the speech-language faculty for the ArizonaLEND program at 
The University of Arizona. She has provided feeding and swallowing services to infants 
and children with a variety of disorders and difficulties in NICU, PICU, outpatient, and 
home settings in Southern Arizona for 30 years. Ms. Casteix led the interprofessional team 
that implemented a comprehensive cue-based feeding program at Diamond Children's 
Medical Center in Tucson. She has presented nationally and internationally on feeding and 
swallowing difficulties in children with neurodevelopmental disorders. Ms. Casteix currently 
trains graduate students in the Grunewald-Blitz Clinic for Communication Disorders in 
Children, and teaches a graduate level course on pediatric feeding and swallowing disorders 
at the UA. She is the current president of the Arizona Speech-Language-Hearing Association.

JENNIFER CASTEIX

FINANCIAL NONFINANCIAL

Ms. Casteix receives a salary from University of Arizona. Ms. Casteix is the president of the Arizona Speech-Language-Hearing Association and 
a member of ASHA. 

Ashley has grown up in Asheville, NC.  She has a BA in Exercise and Sport Science from 
UNC, a MS in Sports Administration from FSU and JD from Campbell University 2006. 
She practiced law from 2006-2012 and since then has stayed at home and worked for her 
children along with serving as the board chair for Family Support Network, Program 
Director of TOPSoccer, I Can Bike Camp and I Can Swim Camp and the Executive Director 
of Camp High Five. She is married to Forrest Collier and parents to Macie (11), Kenan and 
Forrest (9 year old twins we adopted from Haiti in 2013). 

ASHLEY COLLIER

FINANCIAL NONFINANCIAL

Mrs. Collier does not have any relevant financial disclosures. Mrs. Collier does not have any relevant non financial disclosures.
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Carol is the owner of her private practice Pediatric Feeding Services, Inc. and co-owner of 
the Pediatric Feeding Institute, Inc.  She was employed at Children’s Hospital of Richmond 
@ VCU for 23 years, 19 of which she worked full time in the Children’s Feeding Program.  
Carol began her career in the area of pediatric Occupational Therapy in 1987 after receiving 
her degree at Elizabethtown College, Elizabethtown, PA. Since 1998.  Carol has devoted her 
clinical practice to developing and implementing treatment techniques for children with 
complex feeding disorders including the development of the TR-eat® Model with Elizabeth 
Clawson, PhD in 2009. She provides treatment for infants through teenagers with a wide 
array of diagnoses. Along with her fulltime clinical practice, she co-presents the workshop 
Mealtime Miseries: Management of Complex Feeding Issues along with other speaking 
engagements, has published multiple articles, and provides consultative services to other 
professionals and treatment centers in the area of pediatric feeding evaluation/treatment.

CAROL ELLIOT, BS, OTR/L

FINANCIAL NONFINANCIAL

Ms. Elliot receives a salary from Pediatric Feeding Institute. Ms. Elliot does not have any relevant non-financial disclosures.

Dr. Pamela Dodrill has broad clinical and research interest in feeding and swallowing 
problems, nutrition, and growth in young children. Her experience includes the feeding 
and swallowing program at Boston Children’s Hospital and 12 years at the Royal Children’s 
Hospital in Brisbane, Australia. In addition to her numerous published works on pediatric 
feeding disorder (PFD), Dr. Dodrill regularly presents at national and international 
scientific conferences, and teaches courses and workshops on managing PFD for students 
and practicing health professionals. Dr. Dodrill is a regular participant in Feeding Matters’ 
pediatric feeding consortiums and consensus meeting, popular International Pediatric 
Feeding Disorder Conference (IPFDC) and continuing education workshop presenter, 
PFD consensus paper author, Infant and Child Feeding Questionnaire (ICFQ) committee 
member, and PFD Dissemination Committee co-lead.

PAMELA DODRILL, PHD, CCC-SLP 

FINANCIAL NONFINANCIAL

Dr. Dodrill is a Clinical Specialist at Brigham and Women’s Hospital where she receives 
a salary; is receiving an honorarium from Feeding Matters for CE session at the 2020 
International Pediatric Feeding Disorder Conference.

Education chair of the Feeding Matters Pediatric Feeding Disorder Alliance. 

Dr. Cosbey is an occupational therapist with a PhD in Special Education. She has 
worked with children with disabilities in natural environments (e.g., homes, schools, and 
communities) for over 20 years. She has worked on several research projects examining the 
social participation and the mealtime behaviors of young children with disabilities. Joanna 
has been a faculty member in both Special Education and Occupational Therapy programs. 
She has specific expertise in the areas of behavior change, augmentative and alternative 
communication strategies, sensory processing, and parent/teacher coaching. She is currently 
working as an occupational therapist, a special education director, and a trainer/provider 
of professional development to support the participation and education of children with 
disabilities.

JOANNA COSBEY, PHD, OTR/L

FINANCIAL NONFINANCIAL

Dr. Cosbey is a faculty member at the University of New Mexico where she receives 
a salary; is receiving an honorarium from Feeding Matters for CE session at the 2020 
International Pediatric Feeding Disorder Conference.

Dr Cosbey has no relevant nonfinancial disclosures.  
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Louisa Ferrara, PhD, CCC-SLP, BCS-S, CNT is a Pediatric Speech-Language Pathologist with 
over 10 years of clinical experience working with neonates, medically-fragile infants and 
children with a myriad of complex medical/developmental needs. Dr. Ferrara has worked in 
numerous pediatric settings, most recently as a Neonatal/Pediatric Specialist in Feeding and 
Swallowing Disorders at NYU-Winthrop Hospital, in New York. Dr. Ferrara developed the 
NICU Feeding Program in this Level III NICU, and continues to serve as a valuable research 
team member. Dr. Ferrara is an assistant professor at Molloy College on Long Island, NY, 
where she strives to shape the careers of future neonatal therapists in the field of speech/
language pathology. Dr. Ferrara completed her Doctorate degree in Speech and Language 
Pathology in May 2018 from Adelphi University. She received her Board Certification in 
Swallowing and Swallowing Disorders in 2014 through ASHA. She has earned specification 
as a Certified Neonatal Therapist in 2018, through NANT of which she is also a member. 
Dr. Ferrara published research has focused on the swallowing mechanism in neonates under 
various conditions (respiratory devices, liquid modifications, feeding strategies, etc.), as well 
as the use of VFSS and FEES as diagnostic tools. Dr. Ferrara has published in high-standing, 
peer-reviewed journals. Dr. Ferrara lectures nationally, on various topics related to feeding 
readiness in preterm infants, dysphagia management, swallowing-respiratory coordination 
and early feeding milestone acquisition.

LOUISA FERRARA, PHD, CCC-SLP, BCS-S, CNT

FINANCIAL NONFINANCIAL

Dr. Ferrara is an assistant professor at Molloy College where she receives a salary; is 
receiving an honorarium from Feeding Matters for CE session at the 2020 International 
Pediatric Feeding Disorder Conference.

Dr. Ferrara is a member of ASHA and the National Association of Neonatal Therapists.

Dr. Hayley Estrem is an Assistant Professor at the UNCW School of Nursing. Her primary 
research interests are to improve family-centered care for children with feeding disorder 
and/or developmental disabilities. Her work combines measure development, multi-method 
integration, and family-centered care for infants and children with special health care needs. 
Dr. Estrem is a founding member of the Feeding Flock, an interdisciplinary PFD research 
team that develops parent-report assessment tools.

HAYLEY ESTREM, PHD, RN

FINANCIAL NONFINANCIAL

Assistant professor at the UNCW School of Nursing where she receives a salary; 
is receiving an honorarium from Feeding Matters for CE session at the 2020 
International Pediatric Feeding Disorder Conference. 

Member of the research team with Feeding Flock; Has a child with a pediatric 
feeding disorder; Member of the conference committee for the Feeding Matters 2020 
International Pediatric Feeding Disorder Conference; Research chair of the Feeding 
Matters Pediatric Feeding Disorder Alliance. 
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I’m a mom of two little ones with a background in healthcare. Here to share our daughter’s 
story to hopefully help some someone else advocate for resources for their child. 

THERESA KING

FINANCIAL NONFINANCIAL

Mrs. King does not have any relevant financial disclosures. Mrs. King does not have any relevant non-financial disclosures.

Mary Beth Feuling, Advanced Practice Dietitian at Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin 
specializes in working with pediatric patients in the area of nutrition care in regards to 
feeding disorders, food allergy, and gastroenterology. She has a vast range of experience 
caring for patients in both the hospital and outpatient setting. She has a passion for training 
other Dietitians to help the advancement of appropriate nutrition care for pediatric patients 
across the country as well as working towards improving processes that improve care. She 
has published in peer reviewed journals on a range of topics including food allergy, feeding 
disorders and nutrition support. She authored the Food Allergy Chapter for both editions of 
the ASPEN Pediatric Core Curriculum and was an author for the important publication that 
is in the press; Pediatric Feeding Disorder guideline. Mary Beth has been instrumental in 
helping many families navigate the nutritional challenges of feeding disorders, food-allergic 
and/or food restricted children.

MARY BETH FEULING

FINANCIAL NONFINANCIAL

Ms. Feuling receives a salary from Children’s Wisconsin. Ms. Feuling does not have any relevant non-financial disclosures.

Juliana Harris is a mother of two daughters. Her eldest who is 14 years old has Rett 
Syndrome, a rare neurological and developmental disorder and has been recently diagnosed 
with inflammatory bowel disease. Over the years, her daughter has received support from 
numerous healthcare professionals and services to help optimize nutrition and feeding 
concerns. Although the journey has not always been easy, Juliana’s family strives to create 
normalcy around mealtimes as much as possible which sometimes requires a little patience 
and creativity. 

JULIANA HARRIS

FINANCIAL NONFINANCIAL

Ms. Harris does not have any relevant financial disclosures. Ms. Harris does not have any relevant non-financial disclosures.
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A veteran in program delivery that promotes awareness, understanding, and collaborative 
care, Jen Lambert plans, implements, manages, and evaluates the organizations family 
support, professional support, and volunteer programs – most notably facilitating the 
International Pediatric Feeding Disorder Conference. Prior to joining Feeding Matters, 
Jen held leadership positions of increasing responsibility at Head Start –a program of the 
United States Department of Health and Human Services that provides comprehensive early 
childhood education, health, nutrition, and parent involvement services to low-income 
children and their families.

JEN LAMBERT, M.ED.

FINANCIAL NONFINANCIAL

Receives salary from Feeding Matters. Mrs. Lambert has no relevant financial nondisclosure.

Bethany CF Kortsha, MA, OTR/L received her Masters of Arts degree in Occupational 
Therapy from The College of Saint Catherine in St. Paul, Minnesota.  She completed her 
Master’s thesis on Autism and feeding challenges using the SOS Approach to Feeding.  
Bethany has worked as a Pediatric Feeding Specialist and the Assistant Director of SOS 
Feeding Solutions at the STAR Institute for Sensory Processing Disorder with Dr. Lucy 
Jane Miller and as a member on a Multidisciplinary team in a day treatment clinic for 
children with Autism Spectrum Disorders, SPD, emotional/behavioral disorders, and 
feeding problems.  Bethany is currently the Director of Clinical Development for Toomey 
& Associates, Inc. In addition to her specialty in Feeding, Bethany has completed the STAR 
Institute’s Intensive Mentorship Program and is a certified DIR Floortime Provider.

BETHANY C.F. KORTSHA, MA, OTR/L

FINANCIAL NONFINANCIAL

Ms. Kortsha receives a speaking fee and receives contracted payment for teaching 
online courses and writing web content for Toomey and Associates; is receiving an 
honorarium from Feeding Matters for CE session at the 2020 International Pediatric 
Feeding Disorder Conference.

Ms. Kortsha is a member of the American Occupational Therapy Association.

Holly holds a Master of Science degree in Communication Sciences and Disorders from 
Nazareth College. She is a Speech Language Pathologist and a Feeding and Swallowing 
specialist at Children’s Hospital Colorado.  Her areas of clinical interest include behavioral, 
oral motor and oral sensory feeding disorders and mealtime dynamics.  She specializes 
in working with children who have eosinophilic gastrointestinal diseases, including 
eosinophilic esophagitis and working with children who have food allergies, FPIES and 
neurogenic disorders. She conducts individual, intensive and telehealth feeding therapy, in 
addition to supporting the Gastrointestinal Esophageal Diseases Program and the Pediatric 
Oral Feeding Clinic. 

HOLLY KNOTOWICZ, MS, CCC-SLP

FINANCIAL NONFINANCIAL

Receives a salary from Picky Eaters Anonymous; receives a salary from Children’s 
Hospital Colorado; is receiving an honorarium from Feeding Matters for CE session at 
the 2020 International Pediatric Feeding Disorder Conference.

Member of the conference committee for the Feeding Matters 2020 International 
Pediatric Feeding Disorder Conference. 
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Chantal Lessard is a Speech-Language Pathologist at the Children’s Hospital of Eastern 
Ontario. She is a member of the inpatient rehabilitation team as well as the interprofessional 
feeding clinic. She is also the Clinical Coordinator and Professional Practice Leader for 
Audiology, Auditory-Verbal Therapy and the Cochlear Implant Program at CHEO. With 
over 23 years of experience, she has developed a special interest in pediatric feeding 
difficulties. She has published in The Journal of Nutrition and Clinical Practice and 
presented a contributed paper at the Speech and Audiology Canada 2014 conference on a 
study looking at the speech and language development of toddlers with a history of feeding 
difficulties. 

CHANTAL LESSARD, MHSC                                                                  

FINANCIAL NONFINANCIAL

Receives a salary from the Children’s Hospital of Eastern Ontario; is receiving an 
honorarium from Feeding Matters for CE session at the 2020 International Pediatric 
Feeding Disorder Conference.

Ms. Lessard has no relevant nonfinancial disclosures.  

Dr. Meghan Marsac is a pediatric psychologist and associate professor at the University 
of Kentucky and Kentucky Children’s Hospital. She is a leader in the field of pediatric 
medical trauma and has published over 50 academic articles and 7 chapters on this topic. 
She has published in leading medical journals such as JAMA Pediatrics and Pediatrics and 
leading health psychology journals such as the Journal of Pediatric Psychology and Health 
Psychology. Dr. Marsac has also given hundreds of talks on understanding and promoting 
adjustment to injury and illness in children and their families. She leads the Cellie Coping 
Kit for Children (www.celliecopingkit.org) Program (as a co-inventor) which has distributed 
over 2000 coping kits to families with children with medical conditions.

MEGHAN MARSAC, PHD

FINANCIAL NONFINANCIAL

Dr. Marsac is associate professor of Pediatrics at University of Kentucky where she 
receives a salary; is receiving an honorarium from Feeding Matters for CE session at the 
2020 International Pediatric Feeding Disorder Conference.

Dr. Marsac is involved with the Cellie Coping Kit for Children at Children’s Hospital of 
Philadelphia.
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Deirdre is a speech-language pathologist and board certified behavior analyst. She has 
worked with families of children with challenging behaviors in their homes, clinics, 
and school settings. Deirdre’s research interest centered on understanding, acceptance, 
and implementation of evidence based practices (EBPs) in the areas of speech-language 
pathology and special education. Deirdre has published applied research in the area of 
behavioral feeding disorders and ASD. She is currently an assistant professor in SLP in 
Albany, NY.

DEIRDRE M. MULDOON, PHD, CCC-SLP, BCBA-D

FINANCIAL NONFINANCIAL

Dr. Muldoon an Assistant Professor at The College of Saint Rose, where she receives 
a salary; is receiving an honorarium from Feeding Matters for CE session at the 2020 
International Pediatric Feeding Disorder Conference.

Member of the Feeding Matters Resources Committee. 

Michelle is a licensed clinical psychologist and the program founder and director of the 
Children’s of Alabama Intensive Feeding Program. She is a Clinical Assistant Professor at 
the University of Alabama in Birmingham, within the Department of Gastroenterology, 
Hepatology, and Nutrition. Dr. Mastin received her Bachelor’s Degree from Emory 
University and pursued her doctoral education in Clinical Psychology at the University 
of Mississippi. Dr. Mastin completed her internship and post-doctoral fellowship at the 
Kennedy Krieger Institute at the Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine.  Prior to 
joining Children’s in 2012, Dr. Mastin was with the Helen DeVos Children’s Hospital in 
Grand Rapids, Michigan. She served as both a Pediatric Psychologist and was the co-founder 
and director for their Intensive Feeding Program.  When not working with children with 
feeding challenges and GI challenges, Dr. Mastin enjoys spending her time with her husband 
of 20 years, their three children, and sweet black lab. If you can’t find her in the hospital, she 
is typically on a baseball field, basketball court, or soccer field spectating her children do 
what they love. 

MICHELLE MASTIN

FINANCIAL NONFINANCIAL

Ms. Mastin receives a salary from Children’s of Alabama within their Intensive Feeding 
Program.

Ms. Mastin does not have relevant non-financial disclosures. 

Cara McComish is an Associate Professor in the Division of Speech and Hearing Sciences 
at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.  She is a member of the Feeding Flock 
research team. Her research interests include pediatric dysphagia and feeding programs in 
infants and young children, as well as early identification of and interventions for autism 
spectrum disorder and other developmental disabilities. 

CARA MCCOMISH, PHD                                                                                                         

FINANCIAL NONFINANCIAL

Dr. McComish is an Associate Professor and Coordinator of Master’s Studies at UNC 
School of Medicine, where she receives a salary; is receiving an honorarium from 
Feeding Matters for CE session at the 2020 International Pediatric Feeding Disorder 
Conference.

Member of the Feeding Flock research team. 
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Dr. Noel was born in Mexico City and grew up in San Antonio, TX.  He attended the 
University of Texas Southwestern Medical School in Dallas, earning MD and PhD degrees, 
and enrolled in the pediatric residency program at Wake Forest University Medical Center 
in North Carolina.  Upon completion, he began training in pediatric gastroenterology 
at Cincinnati Children’s Hospital Medical Center where he was initially exposed to the 
structured care of medically-complex children with feeding disorders. Dr. Noel worked with 
the multidisciplinary feeding disorder clinic at the Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin for 10 
years, then moved to Duke University where he has been Chief of the Division of Pediatric 
Gastroenterology and Hepatology since 2014.  He has spoken on the topics of pediatric 
feeding disorders and multidisciplinary care in national and international forums, including 
many previous presentations for Feeding Matters.

RICHARD J. NOEL, MD, PHD

FINANCIAL NONFINANCIAL

Dr. Noel is the Chief of the Division of Pediatric Gastroenterology and Hepatology, 
at Duke University where he receives a salary; is receiving an honorarium from 
Feeding Matters for CE session at the 2020 International Pediatric Feeding Disorder 
Conference.

Dr. Noel has no relevant nonfinancial disclosures. 

Carrie Owen is an accredited Occupational Therapist, program designer, facilitator, 
researcher, lecturer and author in the field of feeding and related developmental needs 
of infants, children and teens. Carrie is the owner of Sweet Pea Therapy helping families 
in the Ottawa area with children who have feeding challenges. In addition to her private 
practice, she is the coordinator, developer and core team member of the feeding clinics at 
the Children’s Hospital of Eastern Ontario (CHEO). She is embraced by families across 
Canada for her expertise and nurturing spirit as she provides understanding, advice and 
professional guidance to families on a wide variety of feeding challenges, from picky 
eaters to children with complex medical issues. Carrie is also a lactation consultant. Carrie 
lectures at Canadian universities and presents professional workshops on feeding strategies 
and interventions. She has been an International keynote speaker at recognized Pediatric 
conferences. She is a published researcher in The Journal of Nutrition and Clinical Practice. 
Carrie has won two of CHEO’s Gold Ribbon awards for Innovation and Stewardship.

CARRIE OWEN OT REG.(ON)

FINANCIAL NONFINANCIAL

Ms. Owen is owner of Sweet Pea Therapy and employed by Children’s Hospital 
of Eastern Ontario, where she receives a salary; is receiving an honorarium from 
Feeding Matters for CE session at the 2020 International Pediatric Feeding Disorder 
Conference. 

Ms. Owen has no relevant nonfinancial disclosures.  

Jinhee Park is an assistant professor at the Boston College Connell School of Nursing and a 
member of the Feeding Flock research team. Dr. Park has a clinical background as a neonatal 
nurse. Her research interest is in the area of feeding problems in infants and young children 
with medical complexity. The focus of her research includes the discovery and testing of 
feeding interventions to support early feeding difficulties in preterm infants. Dr. Park uses 
a biobehavioral approach integrating physiological and behavioral data to study complex 
feeding problems. 

JINHEE PARK, PHD, RN

FINANCIAL NONFINANCIAL

Dr. Park is an Assistant Professor at the Boston College Connell School of Nursing, 
where she receives a salary from Boston College; is receiving an honorarium from 
Feeding Matters for CE session at the 2020 International Pediatric Feeding Disorder 
Conference. Receives grant funding from NINR/NIH.

Dr. Park is a member of the Feeding Flock and a member of the Research Advisory 
Panel for the Association of Women’s Health Obstetric and Neonatal Nurses 
(AWHONN). She is also a co-developer of several parent-reported feeding assessment 
tools.
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Erin Sundseth Ross, PhD, CCC-SLP holds a master’s degree in Speech and Language 
Pathology and received a doctoral degree in Clinical Sciences – Health Services Research 
from the University of Colorado. Dr. Ross is a Clinical Instructor in the School of 
Medicine, Department of Pediatrics, at the University of Colorado, a faculty member of 
Rocky Mountain University of Health Professions, and works in the NICU within several 
HealthONE hospitals. For more than 29 years, she has specialized in the development 
of feeding skills in medically fragile children. Her research focuses on the etiology and 
treatment of feeding and growth problems in infants and children. She is also the president 
of Feeding FUNdamentals, LLC. Dr. Ross created and provides training in SOFFITM: 
Supporting Oral Feeding in Fragile Infants.

ERIN ROSS, PHD, CCC-SLP       

FINANCIAL NONFINANCIAL

Dr. Ross is a Clinical Instructor at the University of Colorado Denver, and faculty at 
the Rocky Mountain University of Health Professions, where she receives a salary; she 
is the president of Feeding FUNdamentals, where she receives a salary; is receiving an 
honorarium from Feeding Matters for CE session at the 2020 International Pediatric 
Feeding Disorder Conference.

Dr. Ross is a member of ASHA; Chair of the Advocacy Pillar for the Feeding Matters 
Pediatric Feeding Disorder Alliance.

Cuyler is an Occupational Therapist and Pediatric Feeding Specialist. Her extensive 
leadership and clinical experience are instrumental in the execution and management of 
Feeding Matters’ strategic initiatives. In partnership with the Senior Director of Programs 
and Strategic Initiatives, Jaclyn Pederson, Cuyler collaborates with constituents to identify, 
track, and assess innovative approaches to the PFD system of care, including the professional 
mentorship program and PFD Alliance’s Education Pillar. Cuyler also facilitates strategic 
partnerships with select professional associations including the American Occupational 
Therapy Association (AOTA). Prior to joining Feeding Matters, Cuyler served as a founding 
partner of Mealtime Connections, LLC, and gained valuable insight on funding trends and 
industry implications as the director of clinical innovations at Therapy 2000. She is currently 
a treating clinician in Banner-University Medical Center’s NICU and is the Feeding, Eating, 
and Swallowing Forum moderator for AOTA’s Developmental Disabilities Special Interest 
Section (DDSIS).

CUYLER ROMEO

FINANCIAL NONFINANCIAL

Mrs. Romeo receives a salary from Feeding Matters and Banner UMC. Mrs. Romeo is a member of the DDSIS board for AOTA.

Rachel Rosen is an Associate Professor of Pediatrics at Harvard Medical School and the 
Director of the Aerodigestive Center at Boston Children’s Hospital. She is a pediatric 
gastroenterologist who cares for children with motility disorders who may have associated 
respiratory symptoms and feeding difficulties. Her research interests include the impact of 
gastroesophageal reflux and esophageal dysmotility on the lungs.

RACHEL ROSEN, MD, MPH

FINANCIAL NONFINANCIAL

Is an attending physician at Boston Children’s Hospital where she receives a salary; is 
receiving an honorarium from Feeding Matters for CE session at the 2020 International 
Pediatric Feeding Disorder Conference; Receives a consulting fee from Takeda.  

Dr. Rosen has no relevant nonfinancial disclosures. 
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Alan Silverman is a Pediatric Psychologist and Professor of Pediatrics at the Medical 
College of Wisconsin.  His primary clinical services are provided through the section of 
Gastroenterology and Nutrition working with families of children diagnosed with Pediatric 
Feeding Disorders. He leads the research efforts of the interdisciplinary feeding program at 
the Children’s Hospital in Wisconsin, which includes studies of disease etiology, treatment 
efficacy, and technology-based interventions. He is an internationally known researcher and 
lecturer with numerous grants and over 30 original publications. He has contributed toward 
the development of a pediatric feeding and swallowing screening instrument in collaboration 
with Dr. Barkmeier-Kraemer and Feeding Matters in 2010.  He has served on the Medical 
Professional Council of Feeding Matters from 2010-2019 and acted as co-chair of the 
Research Committee from 2010-2017. 

ALAN SILVERMAN, PHD

FINANCIAL NONFINANCIAL

Associate Professor at Medical College of Wisconsin where he receives a salary; is 
receiving an honorarium from Feeding Matters for CE session at the 2020 International 
Pediatric Feeding Disorder Conference. 

Serves as a member of the Pediatric Feeding Disorder Alliance with Feeding Matters. 

Dr. Justine Turner is a pediatric gastroenterologist and Associate Professor at the University 
of Alberta.  Dr. Turner’s is currently co-lead for the MNCY SCN HOIF II funded Provincial 
Pediatric Eating and Swallowing project.  She has been medical lead for the Pediatric Home 
Nutrition Support Program at Stollery Children’s Hospital, since 2010, and medical lead for 
the Glenrose Pediatric Feeding and Swallowing Team, since 2019. She is Associate Editor for 
the Journal of Pediatric Gastroenterology Hepatology and Nutrition (Nutrition Sector) and 
is on the Editorial Board for the Journal of Parenteral and Enteral Nutrition.

JUSTINE TURNER MBBS, FRACP, PHD

FINANCIAL NONFINANCIAL

Dr. Turner receives a salary from the University of Alberta. Dr. Turner does not have any relevant non-financial disclosures.

Suzanne Thoyre is a Professor at the School of Nursing at the University of North Carolina 
at Chapel Hill. Her research focuses on the development of early oral feeding of typically 
developing children, young children with Down syndrome, infants who have had surgery 
for complex cardiac conditions, and preterm infants. She co-developed a clinician-based 
assessment tool for early infant feeding skills (the Early Feeding Skills tool; EFS); this 
tool is used internationally to support the clinical care of infants who are vulnerable to 
developing chronic feeding disorders. Dr. Thoyre also co-founded the Feeding Flock, an 
interdisciplinary research team focused on management and prevention of feeding problems 
of infants and young children. Recently this team extended feeding assessment to the post-
discharge period with the development of six parent-report assessment tools. These tools 
measure symptoms of problematic feeding, oral and motor feeding skills, parent perception 
of the impact feeding problems have on themselves and their families, and parent assessment 
of family management of feeding problems. A recently awarded R01 will use these tools to 
extend our understanding of the development of feeding problems of children with complex 
medical disorders from birth through 2 years of age.

SUZANNE THOYRE, PHD, RN, FAAN 

FINANCIAL NONFINANCIAL

Professor at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill where she receives a 
salary; is receiving an honorarium from Feeding Matters for CE session at the 2020 
International Pediatric Feeding Disorder Conference.

Dr. Thoyre is co-founder of the Feeding Flock research team, and developer or co-
developer of several feeding evaluation instruments.



30

Tara Welker, PhD is a Clinical Psychologist in private practice in Phoenix, AZ. She earned 
her doctorate in Clinical Psychology from New York University in 2002, followed by a 
2-year post-doctoral program in infant-toddler mental health. Dr. Welker provides therapy 
for children and adults using an integrated approach with an emphasis on contemporary 
psychodynamic therapy, attachment, trauma and creating resiliency. Dr. Welker provides 
treatment to individuals struggling with a wide range of mental health issues but has 
developed a sub-specialty in feeding disorders after working with the feeding team at 
Phoenix Children’s hospital and her own personal experience of having kids with feeding 
challenges. 

TARA WELKER, PHD

FINANCIAL NONFINANCIAL

Receives a salary from her private practice; is receiving an honorarium from 
Feeding Matters for CE session at the 2020 International Pediatric Feeding Disorder 
Conference.

Dr. Welker has no relevant nonfinancial disclosures.

Cassandra Walia is an outpatient clinical dietitian specialist at Children’s Hospital of 
Wisconsin, where she specializes in pediatric nutrition support and food allergies. She 
earned her masters of Science in Dietetics from Mount Mary University. Currently, 
Cassandra works in the pediatric GI and allergy clinics, specializing in patients with tube 
feedings and parenteral nutrition. Cassandra was the lead author on a special interest 
article published by the Academy of Nutrition & Dietetics titled “The Registered Dietitian 
Nutritionist’s Guide to Homemade Tube Feedings’.

CASSANDRA WALIA, CD, CNSC, MS, RD

FINANCIAL NONFINANCIAL

Receives a salary from Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin; is receiving an honorarium 
from Feeding Matters for CE session at the 2020 International Pediatric Feeding 
Disorder Conference.

Ms. Walia is a member of the North American Society for Pediatric Gastroenterology, 
Hepatology and Nutrition Council for Pediatric Nutrition Professionals.

Megan has been a pediatric clinical dietitian specialist at Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin 
for the past 8 years, focusing on pediatric feeding disorders and G-tube dependence. She 
completed her Masters of Science degree in Dietetics at Mount Mary University in 2017 
where her studies focused on the timing of solid food introduction in infants. Currently, 
Megan works in the multidiscplinary feeding clinic at Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin 
which offers treatment for toddlers to school-aged children with feeding disorders in 
conjunction with gastroenterologists, nurses, SLPs, and behavioral psychologists.

MEGAN VAN HOORN, MS, RD, CNSC, CD  

FINANCIAL NONFINANCIAL

Receives a salary from Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin; is receiving an honorarium 
from Feeding Matters for CE session at the 2020 International Pediatric Feeding 
Disorder Conference.

Ms. Van Hoorn is a member of the North American Society for Pediatric 
Gastroenterology, Hepatology and Nutrition Council for Pediatric Nutrition 
Professionals.

BIOGRAPHIES & DISCLOSURES


